Fastest Blue Card processing times in 2026

1. Netherlands - Up to 30 Days

The Netherlands currently offers the fastest EU Blue Card
processing time, with applications reviewed in as little as 30 days.
The country prioritises talent in technology and research and
development (R&D). Processing times can be further reduced
when employers are registered as recognised sponsors with the
Dutch Immigration and Naturalisation Service (IND).

2. Sweden - 2 to 3 Months

Sweden processes EU Blue Card applications within two to three
months, placing it among the fastest in Europe. There is strong
demand for skilled workers in the technology and manufacturing
sectors. Professionals with recognised educational qualifications
and valid job offers from Swedish employers can expect a
straightforward application process.

3. Germany - 2 to 4 Months

Germany remains a top destination for skilled professionals
seeking employment in Europe. EU Blue Card applications are
typically processed within two to four months. The country
continues to recruit heavily in information technology, healthcare,
and engineering. Applicants who meet the required salary
thresholds and qualification standards benefit from Germany’s
structured and transparent immigration system.
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4. Lithuania — Around 3 Months

Lithuania processes EU Blue Card applications in approximately
three months. The country’s growing economy has increased
demand for professionals in information technology and financial
services. Skilled workers who secure employment offers in these
sectors can benefit from Lithuania’s relatively fast processing
timelines.

5. Estonia — Around 3 Months

Estonia also completes EU Blue Card applications in about three
months. Known for its digital economy, the country is particularly
interested in professionals in IT, fintech, and software development.
Applicants with relevant expertise and confirmed job offers can
take advantage of Estonia’s efficient immigration procedures.

6. Austria — 3 to 4 Months

Austria offers EU Blue Card processing timelines of three to four
months. The country actively seeks professionals in STEM fields and
healthcare services. Applicants with relevant experience and
salaries that meet Austria’s eligibility criteria are likely to
experience a smooth and timely approval process.




